
December 20, 2019 

From the Desk of David Goldsmith 
 

 
 

Hello Moharimet Families, 

Happy New Year to all! 2020 seems like a special date to me. I hope it is a 
wonderful year for everyone. And, if you are celebrating a holiday this December, I 
hope that it is joyous and peaceful. 

As we head out on break, I wanted to provide an update about progress reports, 
which will come out this January. This year progress reports will be sent home in 
two ways: 

1) Electronically, like it has been for the past several years. 

2) On paper, in an envelope, in your child’s backpack, like it was for many, many 
years before! 

Why the change? 

The electronic progress reports are a great way to save paper and, for some 
families, the preferred way of receiving information. However, we also know that, 
for other families, electronic progress reports are a challenge to access and read. 

Additionally, and most importantly, there is an essential interaction that takes 
place when teachers and students talk about progress reports and when students 
are responsible for presenting their progress report to the adults in their home. 
Elementary school is the time for building work habits (ex: being responsible, 
communicating) and growth mindset (ex: learning from challenges, persevering, 



setting goals). The act of receiving a progress report from one’s teacher and 
presenting it to one’s adults helps to foster this learning. 

Details: 

1) The electronic portal will open the same day that students bring home their 
paper progress reports. The SAU coordinates the opening of the electronic portal, 
and they will send out information about that date in January. 

2) We will use a process that should be familiar (we’re going “old school”): 
Progress reports will be in an envelope with a label and space for a signature. 
Please read and keep the progress report, and please sign and return the 
envelope. The signature shows us (and your child) that you read the report, and 
we’ll reuse the envelope for June’s progress report. 

3) Even if you read the progress report on-line, please sign and return the 
envelope. 

We hope that this change will be positive and will help support communication 
between our school and home. 

As always, if you have questions or comments please don’t hesitate to call or 
email. 

Take Care, 

 

David 

Winter Weather and Recess Update 
 



 
 
As the temperature and wind chill drops, we will be evaluating whether or not 
recess will be held indoors or outdoors on a daily basis.  The safety and well-being 
of your child is of paramount importance to us.  Children will be sent outside for 
recess when the “feels like” temperature is above 15 degrees and in light rain and 
snow.  If the temperature drops below a “feels like” of 15 degrees and/or the rain 
is very heavy we will hold indoor recess.   It is important to send your student to 
school prepared for outdoor play regardless of the conditions in the morning.  If 
you have an issue providing adequate outdoor clothing for your child, please 
contact the Front Office or the School Nurse so that we can help you. 
 
The Moharimet Music Program 
By Beth Struthers, Music Teacher 

 

The mission statement of the Oyster River Elementary Music Program is to provide 

the skills for each student to become an active participant fostering a lasting 

appreciation, understanding and love of music. We believe that self-esteem, 

creative abilities, problem-solving and communication skills will be enhanced 

through the study of music, drama and performance. By listening, singing, dancing 

and playing instruments students will learn, discover and experience a variety of 

musical styles and cultures. Most importantly, we believe that music is a core 

academic subject and is for all students. 

 



Music at Moharimet school is experienced in several ways. Each week, students in 

grades k-4 have music class with their homeroom once every four days. In music 

class, there are many different activities including singing, dancing, listening, 

playing instruments and games, and learning the basics of how to read and write 

music. Grades K-2 have an extra music block in the mornings (approximately 10 

times throughout the year) where we focus on a specific music topic such as the 

instruments of the orchestra, percussion activities, and drama skills. 

 

Students in 3rd and 4th grade have the opportunity to participate in our Chorus, 

with a Winter Concert in December and our Spring Musical in April. 

 

We have several different musical activities and performances coming up this 

Spring! 

 

Our Chorus will be starting on our Spring Musical, “Alice in Wonderland, Jr.”, 

with our performance on Thursday, April 16. Information about the musical and 

the auditions will be sent home with the students (and a copy by email) when we 

return from vacation. 

 

Fourth grade classes (including Mrs. Swift’s class) will begin to learn how to play 

the recorder, starting mid-January through the end of the year.  

 

In connection with our school theme “Year of the Ocean,” second-grade classes 

will be working on a mini musical called “Pirates!” in their morning encore 

classes. They will combine for a performance in May (date to be determined).  

 

The end of the year includes two musical performances: our annual K-4 Art Show 

and K-2 concert will be on Tuesday, June 2 with grade level performances by 

Kindergarten, First Grade and Second Grade; and the school-wide Expression 



Sessions, student talent shows, open to all grades, in early June (dates to be 

determined once the end of school date is set). 

 

Many of you attended the Winter Concert on December 9. At that concert, I 

mentioned how having music in my life as a young person helped me conquer my 

fears and improve my self-esteem, giving me a place where I felt successful and 

part of a team. My goal is to have the children of Moharimet enjoy and learn from 

their musical experiences at school and to keep music as a part of their lives in the 

future. 

 

Musically yours, 

Beth Struthers 

 

 
ORCSD School Board News 

Oyster River School Board Update 

December 18, 2019 School Calendar News: February 11, 2020 will be a Staff 
Workshop Day with no school for students. Presidential Primary Voting will take 
place at the High School and Mast Way School that day. To make up for this, May 
22, 2020 (formerly a teacher workday) will be a normal school day.  

The School Board also adopted the 2020-2021 school year calendar. School will 
start August 27, 2020. There will be no school on September 4 or September 7 
(Labor Day).  

The proposed 2020-2021 school district budget will be set by the school board at 
the January 8, 2020 meeting. On January 15, 2020, in the High School auditorium, 
the community is asked to provide input on the budget and proposed middle 
school bond at the annual Budget and Bond Hearing.  

The School District Deliberative Session, where any school district voter can again 
participate in discussing (and changing) the proposed budget or other items, will 



be February 4, 2020 in the High School auditorium (weather-permitting). Voting 
for 2 school board seats, the budget, teacher contract, and proposed middle 
school will take place on March 10, 2020.  

The District is working with the UNH Survey Center to construct a survey about the 
middle school progress report. Input from parents, staff, and school board has 
contributed. The survey is expected to be conducted in February.  

Schools are closed for vacation from December 23-January 1. Happy New Year! 

 
Calendar 

• 12/23–1/1   Holiday Recess 

• 1/11    MOH @ UNH Hockey vs Northeastern 

• 1/20    Martin Luther King Jr. Day – no school 

• 1/27    Teacher Workshop Day – no school 

• 1/31    MOH Spirit & Box Tops Day 

• 2/1    MOH Winter Carnival @ ORHS 1–4 p.m. 

 

If you have any questions about Moharimet, please call 603-742-2900. 


